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�� ��ـــــ	��� �� ��� ��� ����	��� �� ��� �� ���� �� ���� ���!�"  #� ،�%�� �)�'& � �ـــــ�

) *�+� #�,' &�-./�0�� 1�� �2� �� "ِ 	� ��  � ��4 &���" � %��&� �5� � ���"  ����
� #� .�� ( ��8�7ــ	� ��ــ���: ���9/�0، %�ــ� � !�; �%��<  ���� ُ�?� ��ــ�: ُ�?� !<=ــ�، %�ــ�

!'�(" � �?�ُ �
،�B �� ����%
C" .��� 
&��=D� 7�?" !�; �� �� E%��-.�!�" :�� � F��% ��� &��� � G��� � %� � �	7��8� �#��� 

' ��
*� E��� ــــ)�'& ��ــــ	���  7 ،��-� #� .�!��H ــــ��I"  *%�0+ ��»7ــــ�� EJ. Lّ4�M�  Lّ��

��� E��+ �� � &'����" ,�� &'������& �ــ�� �7ــ�%E  "�!��� �� )٣٢٨، �I)"، �O،�� P٤R�ــ» �
�� � E���" '�(!" �� #� �%" ,�!'�(�" �-	�8; ! �W�� �X+ %� .��� �	=!���; �Y=+ ��5+< 

Zــ�% �ــ]ـــ� �ــ]ــ
\J8ــ!ـــ�[ـــ�< Zـــ)ــ�'&، !ــ^ــ
�ــ��E  »"�!ــ/ـــ�ــ "��ــ«�  »")ــ�'!ــ "��ــ« �  %� �ــ`ــ�_ 

 �� &' %� �0�/�� �	-.O8 � #� ��� � &'�(�� ���!�" .��� �	4���) &��� 
�� �8� ) ،aــــــ���0/��� :�� � �� b�! �� #�" E�1� :�
��� ���E ��ــــــY" »��" ��	� « ��

� � ،�
.-�& )�'& ��ـــ�B< »��" ,���	��« 
�  � �8. �% �)٨٧، ١R، �١٤٠٣eP;:، (����ـــ�

�
،E�g� 2���  �� �.
��8 � ;�! �
. �.� ��7ــــ��"� "��� Y=ــــ�&� �� ،��� �ــــ�  �!%h��" 
1��" ) #� �+�I� � �����0�� ��?� ��< ?0/��ــــــ �� #�
� �� � E���
،� 0���  � &'�(

�/�B!� �0! ���< .��� 

�� �8� . ،F���i
j &'�( � &�ــ�=D� #��� &�.�k)(� *%lــm�n � ��8� �	4���o! ��pــ=� �!�

�  ���D�� B!�Bq �" ��" 	ـــــ��" � � ،E��� �!�Bq8� ��" ) �� �2�  � &��# �q %�/�0�� 

� F#�!"E�7 �� #� .���< �
،�B �� r�� %���� q ��	=" ! �?`�� s�Z��; � #�8#��Z  M�%'

� � &�g	Dـــ��� �ـــ� �=ـــــ)�'& �&�ـــ�% � "�g!ـــ�  Eـــ�& �`�_ 7ـــــــ�.�k)ـــ� �# '& >�%�ـــ�! �%l� ـــ�. 

�	t�g  %��(.�!� 
� ��-� #�8� u.�k) ��
 � !�� �ـــــ�� � �	� "�Z%�ـــــ«.�، ���j ��
�D���<  E%��9=ـــــ �

&'�( �?`�� s�Z� «�1� ���< Zــ v! %� ��  �ــ �� ��w!�0� �
� ��
�.�k)"،  &�	۱۳۹۲#�=ــ،| 
�}-. .���  �،���	vــ� 7ــ�E ��ــ���»�!�gــ�ــ "7ــ����D��� !�t�+"  �?`�� s�Z� bــ�W�� %�

&'�( «7 ��-[� ����،H Zv! %�
� ��
&�t�+ � &�، ۱۳۹۵،| �% ��q ���E� .��� 
%� �8� h9 �ًــ��ــ-+ ،*�
%� >��Y.ــ�
��ــ�� ;�% E%�9ــ�� F��ــ�	ــ�  >� �?`�� s�Z� &��� 
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��?� &�!�� �	4��7�! �< &'� �� .��� �	t�g  %��( �[� �%l� �.8� � %� �! ،F��8�  %� �! � %��'

�	?�� � >.��# (u.�k >�%��=ــ�B � %� ��8� �#��� E7ــ� �	ــ 7�B!�>ــ� ،�!�"  E�B	ــ ��4 #�

 &' �'��%  ��8% � �،8��ـــــ�. �s�Z� � &'�(�&� !�E��� � �� &��t ��`?� �� � ���ـــــ�� � !=ـــــ0
u��) &��}-.��?	� *���1�� � �.< �OH��] (��" .��� E�!�� 

�8� Y� ��  ��  ��� )�'&« >���� D� |�9=ـــــ ��(u.�k �� '& ��ــــــ  &'�(«� ��0�%� &�Y�� ،�&� 
���� "�!��� "B!�Bq �����ــ�8���E � �� "���& �ــ�� � �Z� �% �?`�� s�Z%�ــ "�!��� �

0� �% �
� �vـــZ ��/���& �ـــ�� �-!
��}-. .�� -. %��� r�q%�q�.�7ـــ� � ���� ،< �0�"  ��
�q &�Y���� I�0�%�" ��&� s�Z� .�7 �.��4 ���%� ��� � �?`�� 
E%��9� �8� v.�k) &��� �� (��� � �?`�� s�Z� ��0�%�) b�W��"  �	t�B! *%lm ��	=�

&�-. ،�?`�� s�Z� E%��9� ��� ؛��� �7ــــ�%E 7ــــ�، ����* �t���!��ــــ  �!�g"  ��  E7ــــ� �	7ــــ�! 

ــ.� j �[� ــ���ــ�ــ�.< � #� &�g  �!ــ�. .ــ� ���vg;�%O8 &'Eــــــ� s�Z�O (���4	ــ� � �% ( ��g8!ــ�

� �� &��t�8،� ــ >�%��% �=ــ��D� #��� !'�( :��+ ��� ــ�XD��� � E%��9�8� � �[� bــ�� ;�! "�  W�
��� E�7. 

٢ .�	
 � �
��
 �� ���� ����������� ��	� �   
)/u � #�8� �/&� u.�k) �� ��%v�،� � b��!� � ���?� Eـــــ/( >.�7ــــــ�  9�8� ! � M�%'�; &' ��! �.

Dg	� ���XDــ�� ��، mــ�tً� �� �ــ� � �8�!�. �% ��ــ<� ���
E�g�  �.��4 E%7ــ�� %��t�I�) � %l1ــv�
.�7 

�
E�g� � �� ���( ،����8& � ����OF!<=ــــ� � aــــ��� �� .�
� �s�Z�8 ��ــــ،E�g� 4��" 
��?� #� �!���4 �1�� ��  �!��	?�< . � �E�g ��ـــــ ' &'�i،�� 	�" ��4 Fـــــ��% !�;  &' #�

.�g '" !��	t�  ���0I�()"، ١٤١٥eP ،١R ،١٠٨�؛ �I�"، ١٤١٦eP ،١R ،٦٤٤(. 
�
E�g� � �� :��8� m�4 F���� �?`�� s�Z� ��  ��� %h��" �� ��� ،�!%��!%���� &���+< 

��&� )/�0�� E8� ;�! "��� �8�!�. �% �� �4��!� �`�_ 7ـــــ�� ��?� �(�t s�Z�< ^D�" ���< 
t�Z� &���+ �� �ًtـــ�m � ��	ـــ��% � "+-�: .=ـــ��0/( �&����� ��� ��� �!���4 �" �"�!7ـــ�  

��I)"، �O،�� P١R ،٥٣�0I�0I ؛O8، ١٣٧٤|P ،١R ،٨(. 
�
E�g� %��%l4�� �� ����F � �?�� �8� >�ــ�:، )��� #� s�Z�< Zــm
� ��� &�0I�>� �;! %��� 

 ��� &'�(���)�Z?��O، ١٩٩٠:R ،٢٠٨#�% �>t ١٤٢٠ ،>؛eP ،١R ،٧(� .8� �
E�g�  E�7 ����
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&'�( � &��=D� ��  �����D� ،&�.�k)�� +��	� M�%' �" � E%��9�8� .����  ���%� s�Z� 
��� � �-. ��	v �8� �
E�g��.  %� ��  �� � &'
j ��< �����  F�� % ،�?`�� s�Z�

��4 � �0� �� �
�/��.� vـــــ�& � �� &�B-. ،�(�� %� .�!%�� %��(8� � ��  �!%�� &�+�� ���8� 
� � ��� s�Z�O��?� !���	= .�D� #� ��� ��ZX [����t< :�X ?� �� ��  �!%��%l4�� I�0�%�" 

�vــ\ � �0 ��8�%!�. �� � ���=ــ	�  ،F��/�� �8� ! ��0�%�����#� ــ�%Z�" � �0�� �/�	ــv  ��  ���ــ

�7 �.��4 �	4���) &' �� ����� %�. 

٣ .�!" ��#� $�%
"�& 
)/u � #�8� ـ=� &�+�� E%��9��%�< �5ـ�ـ-���& �v!�� #�" �� ���!�" 2� � ������& �ـ�  &'

�}-. .�7  �	Dg  �>��� ��g  E%�7 �
� �  ،E�B	� �4 E%��9� &��� �� ���D�� B!�Bq �" �8� 

�� b�!�!�" ��	=� �[� ،&���" � *%�0+ �� .��� �	t�B! *%lm
،�B �8�  &��}-. u��)

���+ �� ��� ��  ��� _�`�& ��" ,�!'�(�" ��4 F��% �� �!�Bq ؟��� E�7 �5�� 

ــ' 
� �8� ��" !�; Z� ــ� mـــــl%* �ــ�9 �،
.-ــ�!�ــ� )�'&  �
2"  F�I %� �۲۳ ـــــ�ـــــ� ��� F�

_�9���0� "�� !��F �� "��0 >7ـــــ��.� �
!�#F 7ـــــ�E ��ـــــ�؟ ' ���� ��Zt ��� ���� '�t %�
�� 

 ��Yـ�: � �?ـ�%s، �ـ� mـــــ���ـ�  ��/�% � 0%�ـــــ�F 4ـ�� �
ـ���� ��%�؟ ' "�ـــــ�	 "���5 ��

����E ��ـــ�؟  ���� �ـــ<� ��0 ��mـــl%*، �ـــ�� �2 �8� �%��ـــ	���   �0�� :���  #� �% ��4

� J4�"؟��� 

�� [��ــH �����ــ� �
7ــ� �  vــ�
��� 7ــ�� � 9.� �# ��4 )�'& �=ــ�(��ــu ���8 '& ��7ــ� 

�� Gv���!�" ! ����; ' ���) %�
*� 1��" �%Z�" � ،�(�� %� .���g"&��� Z�  &'�( �� b��% ��
،� 

�� � �0=!
E�B ��" 	��" �4�� �7�9 �% &' Gv�� �. 

٤ .�!" (�)� *+!� ,�	- 
)/u �m� u��) �� �	4���) #�"، �� ��� :#�
E�B ��4 F��% �� &' �0=! � &'�( 0�/�� 


7ـــــ��. '� Z7ـــــ
�D  �َ  �� َ� �ُ
ِ�ْ 
�َ�ْ� �ِ�َ� *  ْ��َ َ�ّ��ِ 
َ�ُ �ْ�ِ �ٌ  ُ��
� 2� � eـــــ�m ����  ��ـــــ�

)/�0�� �� >.��% .-� �ــ���("، �?t" Z�� �8�< � G���  �	ــ��4�� �% &' ،���%� � �� mــ���

�� #�" 1��" t�?�" �"���. 
�� !'�( R�X! a���"، Zv�
� �8� 	4� %� �1���%�  �� � ��� �!���4
�!�B  �W�� � b%�7
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� %�-7 �� :�Y��"��9� %� .8� ��،&� '
�  َ� ْ� ��  �! "ِ�ْ
َ
#�ْ� �َ�ِ $َ�َ %ْ& )F' :&��-+١٢٨( !�; )/�0�� 

:�� � �5�� � ���� �ًt�m �%Z7 E����
�? 1��" t�?�" �"؛�����8 � � &' ��  ��?�*��  �!
� #� ;g�. � E��� %l�Gــ� �% ���5 '& �ــY�� ،�Y� 9 ��8% �?ــ�l�Gــ�ــ
� �� � E��Y! \�>�"  �%

��  &���E�!��% ��� �� �����.�!� 

%� 0�/�� �8� '
،� 4��"  #� ���� &��=D�»7"M« %l�� ���7 �%< ��. &�}-.
�  ،��5W �

��� ،r��+ � r���/� ! � ،F�X�	�� � _5X	�� ،���X��; ���
� 4G� ��� �	=!�� �!�(��m)" 

!��1�"، ١٤٠٦P ،٥R ،٣٧٢(. 

' ،&' �� E�5+
��"  &�}-. �ِ�
ُ
' ��  (ُ)ْ ��َ �َ  َ��ِ +ْ $َ  �ْ�َ �َ ,ِ)ِ �- .ِ/َ�ِ 0َ ِ1ّ2َ �ُ ��  $َ 34ّ 5َ 6ِ�7 8ِ �ْ�ِ

 
ً
:; ــَ =7َ>ْ�ُ ,ِ ــِ ?�@ُ �ْ�ِ ;َ ــِ A)َ  :\1�)٢٧(�� ���� � Eــ�B.ــ� [�ــ�  >��� "�!�ــ، )�'& %� �ــ� +���& ��1

)/�0�� t�?�" �"؛����4� ���8  F��% ��  ��?� �� �� ;�" 1��"، Y���E�g � E��] �
�B< 

.�%��! 

�� �8� � ،a���"&��� ) �Dg/�0�� :�� � �%��<  b�! ��»�[	�� « �[	�� ،�=>! :���

!��9" ' %� ��
�  ِ
ّ B�ِ (ْCُD  �ْ�َ ُ�EFBGَD  

ً
:;=َ7َ>ْ�ُ ,ِ?ِ�@ُ �ْ�ِ ;َHِ

َ
' �ْ�َ �َ ;ٌIَ

َ
' Jِ َKّL� �َ�ِ  :��)٢٢(  E%�7� &' ��

�؛ � ��:، ��	]� ���� E�7�!�" ' %� ��
� X� &��� \1�  E%l�Z
� ��g
E� .��� 

�� � �-��&� �8� '
*� �"&��� 	!��2 ?��� ��  �t�g�� Zـــــv�
�% ��ـــــX[!� %� :5ـــــ�%  �

�� � �!���4" 1��"، h ��8Ew Z�  &'�(
� � #� .��% ��	��� �  ���!�"� ;���^�، �ـــــ�� ! �8��ـــــ

 ��?� &'�( #� ��?0!�
��� ��� &���+ �� �< �� #� ��D	=� � �?0��" !'�(" ���" ���g. 

7ــــ��؟ ��  "���0 �ــــ�� �?�"�!��� t�� �Bq &'�(!� � ���ــــ���8% � "��� (��ــــm� uــــ�
� *%�0+
،�B .�D� �!�Bq ����E ��ــــ� � � ��� ��ــــ�� ���ــــ�  J4� &'�( #� �% ��48�  #� J4�

t�g	� ��ــ�؛ �# ��.� '  *%lــm &'�( #� �`ــ� :���
،*� � � �`� #�
��.< hG�
�"، 
�  ����� #�

�
�B ؟��?� 
uــــ��) �
�B< !�; � %�8��� � _�`�"7ــــ��' aــــ��� �� :
*� ��9 � &'�(
*�  � ��	?��، �ــــ�

) L>7/�0ــ�� 0� � _%7ــ� &���+ ���� t�?� &'�(" E7ــ� #� ،&'�( ��!�. ���Y-� �!�Bq F ��ــ

jــ��ــ m� �0�� � �[	�� �1�� &���+ ���� ���!�" t�?�" ــ�� #� � ���g< �
،�B )/�0��  �� %l�G�

%�8 � �
'& ��7ــ�؟ ' ��D=ــ� � ��/�0� +�! ،*%lــm" ) %h�/u -!"'
�� )�'& �2 ���8 � �؛  ��?��� 
)/�0�� �G� �%�� �"��� ) ،����� %� �/�0�� !�; 0� �% &'�(/�� �"�-!
 �؟
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�� �/&� �
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0� :���/�� �"��7. 
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�!�B � �� ؛��� :�Y�� �W�� � b%�78�  ��  ��?��g �  � ��4 F��%

�� ،�!�8�  ��4 �!�� #� �! �Y����Y�� #�/&� E: 7ـــــ����� -Y�" � �% bـــــ��* �?Xـــــ��

� E��'�� �Y�� ،&�!'�� #" �-[�< �	0� �" ;�% s�Z� ��< �1t � &'�(�.< � R�4
�#  vــــــ�&

��" ���%" !'�( �" ���. 

���!/�AB 
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��� ) .�.�I�-[� ،%l١٤٢٠+�7ــــ .(eZ[	��8� l�	�: �¢�ــــ=ــــ¦ �Z*/��� +�7ــــD�)�� � .(%l=ــــ ��8 �
9�	��
H �Z?��O. 
��� �Z+O، ) .���0+ �� �-[�١٩٩٠ .(:hG	�� &�!�(8��[� .�nـــ� ��: �]-� �� �=ـــ��!�-" .

�/*�Z�5��� r���� %��� :". 
��� ) .:�Y� �� �-[� ،%l^��١٤١٤ .(er�?�� &�=�� ./*�Z.%��m %�� : 

%�>0��<، ) .���0+���١٤٢٢ .(e[ــــm�� %�>0��<. �[��n.# �-[� :�� � .ــــ�m����/*�Z %�� :
. �2��� e�I 

�	��e). �١٤٠٧]-�� �� +-�. ( ،>#�<vــ�� ¯���, n���� �+ sــ�vY��8� + ��&� h�(§�8� 
t" hG	�� E���8�� ./*�Z�Z?�� r��Y�� %�� :O. 

��I�"، ) .�-�����0+١٤١٦ .(e&������[� .�n?� :�� � .r���-��/*�Z.�YD��%�� : 
���7"، ��� ) .�`( ��١٤٢٥ .(et" &'���� F5�� ./*�Z.e�Zv�� %�� : 

�=ـــ�¦ ��-`D���  �1=ـــ "��et &�(�D). �١٤٠٦]-�. ( ،"�m" !��1ـــ��)� � &'����� &'���� :&��1� .

�5�� ¨�.�t *�%�v	!�". 

�0I�0IO8، ١٣٧٤. (���]-��=ـــــ .(|-�. )�: ".-��! >. ���-�: �]-���)� ���ـــــ�;�&��

�%�� �?����� -�+ E#l��� �5�� *�%�v	!� �	t� ،�(". 

�0|). �t١٣٧٢ـــ� �� �=ـــ�. ( ،"�0I�ـــ� �-2��&� t" ـــ=D��� &'����� : �tـــ���. �Xـــ]�

8�;< �0I�0IO8 ���% �7�. �" � 5[�".�Z=4 �m�! :&��1� . 

��I"، �) .�= � �� �-[�O�� .(0	���&� t" = D��� &'����[X � .��0� �-�� :��� ./*�Z :

�� %���M� �Z?�� ���	��O. 

I�� = ���"، ��� ) .�-[�١٣٨٨ .(|»�[���" �%' ��! � �?`�� s�Z� #� �!< &��= D�  .«

 �Yv� E%�-7 ،١٠٢. 

�?�-"�7ـــ�+ ��(�D=ـــ ����	D=ـــe). �١٣٨٠]-� �� �=ـــ?��. ( ،"�7ـــ�+� ¦0�Y-�� :&��1� .(�¦ 

�5����¦. 

�>t #�%<، ) .�-+ �� �١٤٢٠]-ــ� .(eـــــ=D	���� 0Y� ��Mــ��: ��% �Z*/). ���ــ��� ��(�Dــ�� ���

�Z?�� ���	��O. 

��t،�� =��-[���) .١٤١٩ .(e�� ��" &'����� ./*�Z.� 5-�� %�� : 
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0I�(" %�X!�<، ) .�-�� �� �-[�١٤١٥ .(e&'���� :�Y�§ ���2��� ./*�Z.�YD��%�� : 
t��"، .���� �� *��t��) .١٤١٠ .(e= D��� t�Y�� *��t"�[� .�n ¦= �¢� :&��1� .����  �-[� :

،�v��� � �0`�� �5��� ��7%�� � ¦t��C��  %�#h". 
�-¦ �§e%�1I). �١٤٠٣]-���)�. ( ،"��2=ـــــ§� %9 �%�04�� ¦?��2�� %��!§� %�[�� ./*�Z %�� :

���M� �Z?�� ���	��O. 

.�� ���D=ــ|). ١٣٧٧. ("�]-��� ،"��%�ــ�'�ــ	�&  "��ــv� .��� u.�k)�.< �5ــ�1: ��

�W% a�(<. 
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The Essence of Imāmī Exegesis 
 

Mohammad Moradi١ 
 

Abstract 
 

The present study aims to elucidate the nature and identity of Shīʿī 
exegesis by examining the characteristics and perspectives associated 
with the Imāmī school of exegesis. Within this framework, employing 
descriptive, analytical, and critical methods, the study endeavors to 
analyze the epistemological and historical foundations of this 
interpretive tradition while providing examples of Shīʿī exegetical 
approaches. Given the existence of certain sectarian and unrealistic 
readings that have characterized the Shīʿī exegetical school as deviant 
or confined to particular tendencies, this research, drawing upon a 
diverse and well-documented body of views, seeks to present a 
comprehensive and scholarly picture of Shīʿī interpretive identity, to 
recognize its defining features, and to demonstrate that the criticisms 
advanced in this regard are unfounded and unrealistic. The outcome of 
this inquiry is the articulation of a clear and well-reasoned definition of 
Shīʿī exegesis—one that remains faithful to its historical reality while 
simultaneously highlighting its epistemological and interpretive 
capacities within the [broader] context of Islamic sciences. This reality 
is grounded in the perspective of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)—a perspective 
manifested in the traditions transmitted from them and analyzed and 
expounded within the framework of ijtihādī reasoning. 

 
Keywords: Characteristics of Shīʿī Exegesis, Imāmī Exegesis, Shīʿī 
Interpretive Currents 
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A Re-examination of the Term "Aʿmā" in the Qur'an and 
a Reinterpretation of the Opening Verses of Sūrat ʿAbasa 

Muḥammad Kāẓim Ṭabāṭabāʾī١ 
 

Abstract 
The opening verses of Sūrat ʿAbasa (the Qur'an, ٢-٨٠:١) are among those that have 
long been a subject of debate and contention among Muslim exegetes and 
theologians. The majority of Sunnī commentators hold that the occasion of 
revelation (sha'n al-nuzūl) of these verses is connected to the incident of ʿ Abd Allāh 
ibn Umm Maktūm, a blind Companion, entering the presence of the Prophet 
Muhammad (SAWA). According to these reports, the Prophet (SAWA) was 
engaged in dialogue with certain leaders of the Quraysh, hoping that they would 
incline toward Islam. At that moment, Ibn Umm Maktūm entered and repeatedly 
requested instruction and guidance. It is reported that the Prophet (SAWA), 
displeased by this interruption, frowned and turned away from him, whereupon the 
opening verses of Sūrat ʿAbasa were revealed as a divine reproach. This 
interpretation has long faced numerous difficulties. The most significant objection 
is its incompatibility with the moral character and merciful conduct (sīra) of the 
Prophet (SAWA)—a character whom the Qur'an describes as possessing "sublime 
moral excellence" (khuluq ʿaẓīm) [٦٧:٤] and regarding whom numerous verses 
emphasize gentleness, dignity, and respect for the believers.  Consequently, many 
Shīʿī scholars and exegetes have rejected this report and have endeavored to offer 
alternative interpretations. Nevertheless, many of these alternative explanations also 
encounter difficulties; some lack sufficient hadith and historical support, while 
others remain unable to fully resolve the apparent tension between the textual 
meaning of the verses and prophetic ethics. For this reason, a re-examination of the 
key concepts in these verses—particularly the term "aʿmā" (blind)—appears 
essential. Employing semantic and contextual analysis, the present study seeks to 
re-examine the usages of the term "aʿmā" and its derivatives from the root "ʿ-m-y" 
in the Qur'an and, based on the Qur'anic semantic system, to offer a fresh 
interpretation of the opening verses of Sūrat ʿAbasa. The central hypothesis of this 
article is that the term "aʿmā" in Qur'anic discourse predominantly signifies spiritual 
blindness (ʿamā al-qalb or in Persian: kūrdilī) and misguidance (ḍalāl), rather than 
physical blindness; and this very point can play a decisive role in attaining a correct 
understanding of the opening verses of Sūrat ʿAbasa. 
Keywords: ʿ Abasa, Aʿmā, Spiritual Blindness, Misguidance, Qur'anic Semantics, 
Language of the Qur'an, Prophetic Conduct (Sīra). 
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The View of the Qom and Baghdad Scholars on the 
Practical Characteristics of the Ghulāt and Its 

Repercussion on the Authentication of the Books of Tafsīr 
al-Bāṭin 

 

Rūḥ Allāh Shahīdī١ 
 

Abstract 
 

The hadith scholarship of Imāmī scholars, like other intellectual 
products, is influenced by doctrines drawn from other disciplines and 
fields of knowledge. One of the areas impacting hadith scholarship is 
sectarian and theological issues. In the present study, employing a 
descriptive-analytical method, the practical characteristics of the Ghulāt 
(extremists) are examined from the perspective of the scholars of the 
Qom and Baghdad schools—two of the most influential Imāmī 
intellectual schools in the mid-third to fifth centuries AH. This research 
demonstrates that although these two schools agree in enumerating 
practical antinomianism (ibāḥiyya) as a practical characteristic of the 
Ghulāt, they do not concur regarding the intellectual foundation 
underlying this external conduct, namely esotericism (bāṭiniyya). 
Consequently, the Qom scholars frequently cite the books of Tafsīr al-
Bāṭin (The Exegesis of the Esoteric), whereas the Baghdad scholars call 
the teachings of these works into question, regarding them as a mixture 
of truth and falsehood. 

 
Keywords: Ghuluww (Extremism), Ibāḥiyya (Antinomianism), Qom, 
Baghdad, Tafsīr al-Bāṭin, ʿAlī ibn Ḥassān, Ibn Urmah. 
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A Typology of the Exegetical Traditions of Muʿallā ibn 
Muḥammad al-Baṣrī in al-Kulaynī's al-Kāfī (d. ٣٢٩ AH) 

 

Ḥamīd Bāqirī١ 
 

Abstract 
 

Al-Kāfī by al-Kulaynī (d. ٣٢٩ AH) is among the most authoritative 
Shiʿī hadith sources, which, drawing upon the early works of the 
companions of the Imams (AS), has compiled traditions on various 
religious subjects, including the exegesis of the Qur'an. Many of these 
primary sources have been lost over time and are now accessible only 
through indirect citations. The present study undertakes to identify and 
typologically analyze the exegetical traditions of Muʿallā ibn 
Muḥammad al-Baṣrī as found in al-Kāfī. This article, while presenting 
a picture of al-Baṣrī's traditions, classifies them into six types through 
content analysis and by examining their relationship to Qur'anic verses: 
٢-١) elucidating Qur'anic concepts and applying them to the Imams 
(AS); ٣) articulating their status and station; ٤) explaining historical 
events and their connection to the Imams; ٥) interpreting jurisprudential 
concepts and verses; and ٦) clarifying the community's responsibility 
toward the Imams. The findings indicate that these traditions, centered 
on the walāya and imamate of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), reflect their 
scholarly authority and guiding role and point to the pivotal function of 
the Infallibles (AS) in interpreting the Qur'an.What is particularly 
striking in the exegetical approach of these traditions is their esoteric 
hermeneutical orientation (taʾwīl-oriented esotericism), to such an 
extent that it may be regarded as their defining feature, positioning 
Muʿallā as belonging to the discourse of esoteric hermeneutical 
exegesis among the companions of the Imams (AS). 

 
Keywords: Muḥammad ibn Yaʿqūb al-Kulaynī, al-Kāfī, Muʿallā ibn 
Muḥammad al-Baṣrī, Exegetical Traditions, Typology of Traditions, 
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A Re-examination of the Conceptual Metaphor "Man is a 
Plant" in Light of the Exegesis Talkhīṣ al-Bayān 

 

Maḥmūd Makvand١ 
Nargues Tavakkolī Mohammadī٢ 

 

Abstract 
 

Talkhīṣ al-Bayān is one of the exegetical works of al-Sharīf al-Raḍī, the 
Imāmī scholar and littérateur of the latter half of the fourth century AH. 
In this pioneering work, he addresses a number of metaphors embedded 
in the verses of the Holy Qur'an. One such metaphor, which al-Sharīf 
al-Raḍī elucidates with particular precision, is the analogy drawn 
between the human being and the plant, which he discusses in 
connection with four Qur'anic verses.  Accordingly, drawing upon al-
Sharīf al-Raḍī's perspective as one of the pioneers of Qur'anic literary 
studies among Muslims, and employing the framework of conceptual 
metaphor theory, the present article examines this metaphor. The 
findings indicate that these four verses point to the conceptual metaphor 
"man is a plant." Furthermore, the most salient dimensions emphasized 
in this metaphor are: ١) continuity and endurance of life or complete 
annihilation; ٢) total destruction and the effacement of all traces; ٣) 
sudden and instantaneous destruction; and ٤) growth, transformation, 
and flourishing upon the earth. 
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An Investigation into the Possibility of Establishing a 
Connection between the Disjoined Letters (Ḥurūf 

Muqaṭṭaʿa) and the Revelatory Origin of the Sunnah 
 

١Narīmānī ehhroZ 
 

Abstract 
 

The Qur'an's authenticity and its revelatory origin are matters that are 
clearly established and widely accepted among Muslim Qur'anic 
scholars. Regarding the revelatory origin of the Sunnah, discussions 
have also been advanced in exegetical works and hadith studies, 
drawing upon verses that establish the authority (ḥujjiyya) of the 
Prophet's statements, actions, and tacit approvals (taqrīr). However, less 
attention has been devoted to the nature and modality of the Sunnah's 
revelatory character, its relationship to the Qur'an, and the Prophet's role 
in receiving and conveying this revelation. In the present study, through 
reflection upon the disjoined letters (ḥurūf muqaṭṭaʿa) and the various 
exegetical interpretations pertaining to them, and by briefly outlining 
the diverse views on the meaning of these letters, the theory of "deriving 
the authenticity of the Sunnah from the disjoined letters" is affirmed 
and substantiated. According to this view, the disjoined letters—by 
virtue of their position within the sūwar al-ʿazāʾim (the sūrahs 
containing prostrations)—are regarded as one of the original sources 
and foundations of the prophetic Sunnah, thereby presenting the Sunnah 
as the interpreter (mufassir) of the Qur'an. On this basis, the role of the 
Prophet (SAWA) and his non-independence in the domain of religious 
legislation (tashrīʿ) are emphasized, and the modality of the Sunnah's 
revelatory nature is elucidated. To substantiate this theory, in addition 
to Qur'anic arguments, important evidence and reasoning drawn from 
the Sunnah itself are also presented. 

 

Keywords: Disjoined Letters (Ḥurūf Muqaṭṭaʿa), Definitive Sunnah 
(Sunnat Qaṭʿī), Revelatory Origin, The Infallibles (AS). 
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