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The Essence of Imami Exegesis
Mohammad Moradi'

Abstract

The present study aims to elucidate the nature and identity of Shi‘1
exegesis by examining the characteristics and perspectives associated
with the Imam1 school of exegesis. Within this framework, employing
descriptive, analytical, and critical methods, the study endeavors to
analyze the epistemological and historical foundations of this
interpretive tradition while providing examples of Shi'T exegetical
approaches. Given the existence of certain sectarian and unrealistic
readings that have characterized the Shi'1 exegetical school as deviant
or confined to particular tendencies, this research, drawing upon a
diverse and well-documented body of views, seeks to present a
comprehensive and scholarly picture of Shi‘T interpretive identity, to
recognize its defining features, and to demonstrate that the criticisms
advanced in this regard are unfounded and unrealistic. The outcome of
this inquiry is the articulation of a clear and well-reasoned definition of
Shi‘1 exegesis—one that remains faithful to its historical reality while
simultaneously highlighting its epistemological and interpretive
capacities within the [broader] context of Islamic sciences. This reality
is grounded in the perspective of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)—a perspective
manifested in the traditions transmitted from them and analyzed and
expounded within the framework of ijtihadi reasoning.

Keywords: Characteristics of Shi'T Exegesis, Imam1 Exegesis, Shi‘1
Interpretive Currents

V. Faculty Member, University of Qur'an and Hadith

]
,'%3
3
3
"_Qj\
3)
“g
:‘aj\
;.
k|
2



ey

Losssa daag

S yanads BIE] § 20 35 Ty (g8 (pohy LA Belyd Bute
1L B)gus (50 (5!
(Epdodls O Anal 3 Dladl 3laudl) JLbLL (BlShess dzm

sl
SRV [0y I P RESYCISE, Y FCH U PN SR 1> [ FOI (R
L Ll o O I &l T (s o pptiall Cnd A8 el pralSiadly
Uy 2508 ol el e oosl olomas gos i o 0 bl e s Bty
b ol 0Ly 3 class am e ool St B2 LS oy Il o]
oy A3 65 82 ) 0 e oLty el o ) S5 5o ol J < pgdl]
ALl e By 0 S ST 38 i el agms

Bl por sl oo Lgaal cmze AL o) s il L e 5
=2l 38 Ts ki Gl 53wl o S O iy (s o SYT ) Y
Bng ) (grding slole o 28 a8y S o) aslaly ads anesy o siate
TR (VWU SN2 PN PO TS B VRS UM PUR'.- 0 PR PR
YY1 damy ¢ ST ey g Sl oo ) I iy gaian s ¥ o Ly
Ayl DYy LY A el Sty oyl e

B Lo Yy e U de S oaliadl el a3l ) A londl s L ng
Bale] J] « Bldls SV ool mgradl plasiz b et JIia gy 1 as
e 53 ¢ o2 S O B (5 p g0 sl liiag 1 oael Jad) ¥ Lol 43
GRSV S f B RV V01 [P D SO SPUSVICPR P> [ERT VR WRES
ol e Y e ally R el e I 3 ot o1 A S o ash il
e B 0 I Y 18 B el 55 4 0S5 0 K Lo s ¢ gl

Ol aad ATl DY Wl eIl Jdl ol ot ¢ s 1oabied] LS
” gl 5l



A Re-examination of the Term "4 ‘ma" in the Qur'an and
a Reinterpretation of the Opening Verses of Siirat ‘Abasa
Muhammad Kazim Tabataba'1

Abstract

The opening verses of Stirat ‘Abasa (the Qur'an, A+:)-Y) are among those that have
long been a subject of debate and contention among Muslim exegetes and
theologians. The majority of Sunni commentators hold that the occasion of
revelation (sha'n al-nuziil) of these verses is connected to the incident of *‘Abd Allah
ibn Umm Maktiim, a blind Companion, entering the presence of the Prophet
Muhammad (SAWA). According to these reports, the Prophet (SAWA) was
engaged in dialogue with certain leaders of the Quraysh, hoping that they would
incline toward Islam. At that moment, Ibn Umm Maktiim entered and repeatedly
requested instruction and guidance. It is reported that the Prophet (SAWA),
displeased by this interruption, frowned and turned away from him, whereupon the
opening verses of Stirat ‘Abasa were revealed as a divine reproach. This
interpretation has long faced numerous difficulties. The most significant objection
is its incompatibility with the moral character and merciful conduct (s7ra) of the
Prophet (SAWA)—a character whom the Qur'an describes as possessing "sublime
moral excellence" (khulug ‘azim) [1V:¢] and regarding whom numerous verses
emphasize gentleness, dignity, and respect for the believers. Consequently, many
ShiT scholars and exegetes have rejected this report and have endeavored to offer
alternative interpretations. Nevertheless, many of these alternative explanations also
encounter difficulties; some lack sufficient hadith and historical support, while
others remain unable to fully resolve the apparent tension between the textual
meaning of the verses and prophetic ethics. For this reason, a re-examination of the
key concepts in these verses—particularly the term "a ‘ma" (blind)—appears
essential. Employing semantic and contextual analysis, the present study seeks to
re-examine the usages of the term "a ma" and its derivatives from the root " ~m-)"
in the Qur'an and, based on the Qur'anic semantic system, to offer a fresh
interpretation of the opening verses of Strat ‘Abasa. The central hypothesis of this
article is that the term "a ma" in Qur'anic discourse predominantly signifies spiritual
blindness ( ‘ama al-galb or in Persian: kiirdili) and misguidance (dalal), rather than
physical blindness; and this very point can play a decisive role in attaining a correct
understanding of the opening verses of Siirat ‘Abasa.

Keywords: ‘Abasa, 4 ‘ma, Spiritual Blindness, Misguidance, Qur'anic Semantics,
Language of the Qur'an, Prophetic Conduct (Sira).
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The View of the Qom and Baghdad Scholars on the
Practical Characteristics of the Ghulat and Its
Repercussion on the Authentication of the Books of Tafsir
al-Batin

Rih Allah Shahidi'

Abstract

The hadith scholarship of Imami scholars, like other intellectual
products, is influenced by doctrines drawn from other disciplines and
fields of knowledge. One of the areas impacting hadith scholarship is
sectarian and theological issues. In the present study, employing a
descriptive-analytical method, the practical characteristics of the Ghulat
(extremists) are examined from the perspective of the scholars of the
Qom and Baghdad schools—two of the most influential Imami1
intellectual schools in the mid-third to fifth centuries AH. This research
demonstrates that although these two schools agree in enumerating
practical antinomianism (ibahiyya) as a practical characteristic of the
Ghulat, they do not concur regarding the intellectual foundation
underlying this external conduct, namely esotericism (batiniyya).
Consequently, the Qom scholars frequently cite the books of Tafsir al-
Batin (The Exegesis of the Esoteric), whereas the Baghdad scholars call
the teachings of these works into question, regarding them as a mixture
of truth and falsehood.

Keywords: Ghuluww (Extremism), /bahiyya (Antinomianism), Qom,
Baghdad, Tafsir al-Batin, ‘Ali ibn Hassan, Ibn Urmah.

V. Associate Professor, University of Tehran (Farabi Campus)
shahidi@ut.ac.ir
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A Typology of the Exegetical Traditions of Mu‘alla ibn
Muhammad al-Basri in al-Kulayni's al-Kafi (d. ¥Y% AH)

Hamid Baqiri'

Abstract

Al-Kafi by al-Kulayni (d. YY% AH) is among the most authoritative
Shi‘T hadith sources, which, drawing upon the early works of the
companions of the Imams (AS), has compiled traditions on various
religious subjects, including the exegesis of the Qur'an. Many of these
primary sources have been lost over time and are now accessible only
through indirect citations. The present study undertakes to identify and
typologically analyze the exegetical traditions of Mu‘alla ibn
Muhammad al-BasrT as found in a/-Kafi. This article, while presenting
a picture of al-BasrT's traditions, classifies them into six types through
content analysis and by examining their relationship to Qur'anic verses:
V-Y) elucidating Qur'anic concepts and applying them to the Imams
(AS); Y) articulating their status and station; ¢) explaining historical
events and their connection to the Imams; ©) interpreting jurisprudential
concepts and verses; and 1) clarifying the community's responsibility
toward the Imams. The findings indicate that these traditions, centered
on the walaya and imamate of the Akl al-Bayt (AS), reflect their
scholarly authority and guiding role and point to the pivotal function of
the Infallibles (AS) in interpreting the Qur'an.What is particularly
striking in the exegetical approach of these traditions is their esoteric
hermeneutical orientation (fa wil-oriented esotericism), to such an
extent that it may be regarded as their defining feature, positioning
Mu‘alla as belonging to the discourse of esoteric hermeneutical
exegesis among the companions of the Imams (AS).

Keywords: Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub al-Kulayni, a/-Kafi, Mu‘alla ibn
Muhammad al-Basri, Exegetical Traditions, Typology of Traditions,
Esoteric Exegesis (Tafsir Batini), Walaya and Imamate.
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A Re-examination of the Conceptual Metaphor '""Man is a
Plant" in Light of the Exegesis Talkhis al-Bayan

Mahmiid Makvand'
Nargues Tavakkoli Mohammadi'

Abstract

Talkhts al-Bayan is one of the exegetical works of al-Sharif al-Radi, the
Imami scholar and littérateur of the latter half of the fourth century AH.
In this pioneering work, he addresses a number of metaphors embedded
in the verses of the Holy Qur'an. One such metaphor, which al-Sharif
al-Rad1 elucidates with particular precision, is the analogy drawn
between the human being and the plant, which he discusses in
connection with four Qur'anic verses. Accordingly, drawing upon al-
Sharif al-Radi's perspective as one of the pioneers of Qur'anic literary
studies among Muslims, and employing the framework of conceptual
metaphor theory, the present article examines this metaphor. The
findings indicate that these four verses point to the conceptual metaphor
"man is a plant." Furthermore, the most salient dimensions emphasized
in this metaphor are: )) continuity and endurance of life or complete
annihilation; Y) total destruction and the effacement of all traces; )
sudden and instantaneous destruction; and ¢) growth, transformation,
and flourishing upon the earth.

Keywords: Talkhis al-Bayan, al-Radi, Metaphor, Plant, the Qur'an.
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An Investigation into the Possibility of Establishing a
Connection between the Disjoined Letters (Hurif
Mugqatta ‘a) and the Revelatory Origin of the Sunnah

Zohreh Narimani’

Abstract

The Qur'an's authenticity and its revelatory origin are matters that are
clearly established and widely accepted among Muslim Qur'anic
scholars. Regarding the revelatory origin of the Sunnah, discussions
have also been advanced in exegetical works and hadith studies,
drawing upon verses that establish the authority (hujjiyya) of the
Prophet's statements, actions, and tacit approvals (taqrir). However, less
attention has been devoted to the nature and modality of the Sunnah's
revelatory character, its relationship to the Qur'an, and the Prophet's role
in receiving and conveying this revelation. In the present study, through
reflection upon the disjoined letters (hurtif muqatta‘a) and the various
exegetical interpretations pertaining to them, and by briefly outlining
the diverse views on the meaning of these letters, the theory of "deriving
the authenticity of the Sunnah from the disjoined letters" is affirmed
and substantiated. According to this view, the disjoined letters—by
virtue of their position within the siiwar al-‘aza’im (the strahs
containing prostrations)—are regarded as one of the original sources
and foundations of the prophetic Sunnah, thereby presenting the Sunnah
as the interpreter (mufassir) of the Qur'an. On this basis, the role of the
Prophet (SAWA) and his non-independence in the domain of religious
legislation (tashri’) are emphasized, and the modality of the Sunnah's
revelatory nature is elucidated. To substantiate this theory, in addition
to Qur'anic arguments, important evidence and reasoning drawn from
the Sunnah itself are also presented.

Keywords: Disjoined Letters (HurGf Muqatta‘a), Definitive Sunnah
(Sunnat Qat ‘1), Revelatory Origin, The Infallibles (AS).
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